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• In Sri Lanka;

 - Nearly 15 percent of term neonates need admission to the neonatal care unit

 - About 35 percent of preterm neonates need NICU admission in Sri Lanka*

• All newborn babies who get admitted to NICUs are in additional risks of 

acquiring a neonatal sepsis irrespective of the reason for admission

*DA Gunawardane, Sri Lankan Newborns; Improving Survival and Well-Being
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Preterm infants are particularly vulnerable to infections due to:

  - their immature immune defenses

  - prolonged hospitalizations

  - delays in  enteral feeding

  - early antibiotic exposure

  - need for life-sustaining invasive interventions
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STANDARD PRECAUTIONS

To be used by ALL health care workers at ALL times when attending to ALL patients



• Hand hygiene

• Personal protective equipment (PPE)

• Proper disposal of sharps (prevention of needle stick injuries)

• Cleaning, disinfection and sterilization 

• Management of spills (Blood and body fluids)

• Waste management

• Occupational health

















Rational use of PPE is essential   





A  blood culture collected from a 4-

day-old baby signalled positive for 

Gram negative bacilli 
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